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R E Weir, first State Chief Veterinary Officer and first Chairman of the  
Veterinary Surgeon’s Board of Western Australia. 
Emeritus Professor William T Clark 
51 Henry Bull Drive, Bull Creek, WA, 6149 
wclark@Murdoch.edu.au 
Robert Edgar Weir was born on 22 April 1863 into a family of sheep farmers 
in Argyle, Scotland. He attended the Glasgow Veterinary College, graduated 
in April 1884, and registered as a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.  
Veterinary Surgeon in Ballarat 
In December 1884 Weir arrived in Victoria on the ship Austral1 and started to 
practise as a veterinary surgeon in North Ballarat, Victoria. On 21st November 
1888 Weir was registered by the Victorian Veterinary Surgeons Board 
residing at 19 Doveton Street, Ballarat.2 Also registered residing at Doveton 
Street, North Ballarat, were G Snowball MRCVS and WD Snowball 
MRCVS.2 It is not known whether the three veterinarians were in practice 
together or worked separately. During his time in Ballarat, Weir showed the 
keen interest in horses which he was to hold through-out his career. He was 
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the Honorary Veterinary Surgeon for Ballarat Miners’ Club and attended the 
race track.3,4 
In 1890 Weir was appointed as an examiner of the first students enrolled in the 
Melbourne Veterinary College and his subject was the anatomy of the horse. 
The examination was held at the Tattersall’s Horse Bazaar.5 The Veterinary 
Board of Victoria again appointed Weir to examine students and sign 
Diplomas. In 1891, the subjects Weir examined were expanded to ‘Morbid 
Anatomy, Pathology Patho-Toxicology, and also Diseases of the Domestic 
Animals including Veterinary Medicine Surgery and Therapeutics’. EE Rivett 
MRCVS examined with Weir in 1891. The examination in 1891 took place at 
the Governor Arthur, a hotel at 388 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne.6 For his 
efforts, Weir was paid £3 3s and was consoled with ‘The Board are very sorry 
they could not make the fee larger, their funds being at its lowest point’.6 
In May 1892, the Veterinary Board of Victoria was made aware by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons London that there was no Robert Weir listed 
on the Members’ Register. The Registrar of the Royal College, corresponded 
to HAM Christophers, Registrar, Veterinary Board of Victoria, in Melbourne 
that a ‘Mr Robert Weir graduated on 28 April 1884, but that in consequence 
of his not complying with a notice issued under the 5th Section of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881 his name was removed from the Register under 
the belief that he had ceased to practice, he can however get it restored on 
giving some explanation of his omission and paying a trifling fee. There is no 
person on the Register of the name of Robert E Weir.7 When asked to explain 
to the Veterinary Board of Victoria in July 1892 his non-registration and to 
forward his Diploma of registration.6 Weir replied in July 1892 that he and his 
father had had no communication from the Royal College in London about his 
non-registration. Weir’s father had just arrived from Scotland prior to 28 July 
1892 confirming no contact from the Royal College. Weir wrote that he had 
travelled to Melbourne to show Christophers his Royal College Diploma and 
finding out that he would not be around for some days, the certificate was left 
with SS Cameron MRCVS at the ‘Fitzroy Veterinary School’ and 
Christophers could ‘inspect it at any time’.7 Weir recorded that Robert Edgar 
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Weir was on the Diploma but apparently the Registry from 1888 only 
recorded Robert Weir.7 
In January 1893, Weir was asked to sign the Diploma of a Melbourne 
Veterinary College graduate, get WD Snowball to also sign it, and send the 
certificate back to the Registrar.6 
 In 1896 Weir moved to Western Australia. Table Talk spread the news that ‘A 
well known sporting identity in Ballarat, Mr R E Weir, has shaken the dust of 
Victoria from his shoes and proceeds to Western Australia, where he will fill 
the position of Government stock inspector’.8 
Move to Western Australia 
He was appointed Assistant Inspector of Stock at Fremantle by the Western 
Australian Government in 1896 - the first veterinary surgeon to be appointed 
to this position. In 1904 he became the first veterinary qualified Chief 
Inspector of Stock and the first Government Veterinary Surgeon in Western 
Australia. Weir served the State for 28 years, retiring in 1924. However, he 
was still listed as a practising veterinary surgeon in 1946. 
During his time as a veterinary officer and in retirement he had a farm in the 
upper reaches of Bull’s Creek near Canning Bridge, now part of suburban 
Perth. Here he bred horses, cattle and pigs.  
Inspector of Stock and Government Veterinary Surgeon 
In 1897 the State Government employed 14 stock inspectors distributed 
around the State. Weir was based at Fremantle harbour. 
His major responsibility in his early days was monitoring the health of animals 
coming to the port. Most of the animals came from ports in the northern part 
of Western Australia. In 1904, 18,365 cattle and 16,710 sheep arrived and, in 
1913, 37,509 cattle and 78,663 sheep passed through the port of Fremantle. A 
major concern was the health status of these animals as tick infestation was 
prevalent in the East Kimberley region. To control the disease stock owners 
had to dip the cattle before sending them south but occasionally infected cattle 
were found at Fremantle. There the animals were quarantined, dipped and held 
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until they were free of ticks. Weir reported on a number of trials of dips for 
cattle ticks at Robb’s Jetty quarantine station at Fremantle. After appointment 
to Chief Inspector, Weir became involved in numerous issues concerning 
animal health and welfare, including allegations of cruelty to camels used in 
the construction of the rabbit proof fence, grievances from dairy men in 
respect of tuberculin tests and an outbreak of rinderpest at Fremantle.  
Disease problems reported by Weir 
Deaths in horses in the Kimberly were due to impaction of the stomach and 
caecum with spinifex and coarse grasses while horses at Grenough died from 
compaction of the intestines with sand. Equine influenza was also an issue in 
1911 but the micro-orgasm which caused the disease had not been fully 
determined at that time. 
Pleuropneumonia caused by Mycoplasma mycoides was endemic in the 
northern part of the state and occurred sporadically in the southern districts. 
On one occasion infection was brought by bullocks imported from the Eastern 
States to be used for hauling timber. Sporadic outbreaks were also recorded in 
country areas and in dairy cows in or near Perth. The disease was controlled 
by killing animals showing clinical signs and inoculating the others. 
In 1904 Weir reported that many cases of tuberculosis had been discovered in 
dairy cattle within suburban Perth. Suspected cases were to be reported to the 
Stock Department and tuberculin testing was carried out. 
Tick fever is a disease caused by a protozoan parasite, Babesia bovis and the 
organism is spread by ticks. Cattle infested with ticks were occasionally found 
in the south of the state usually following some contact with the north. Ticks 
sometimes survived inadequate dipping and infected animals were released to 
southern farms. However the parasites did not survive well during the 
southern winter.  
In1905 Weir gave a public lecture on sheep breeding for wool in Western 
Australia in which he discussed the qualities of various breeds. He stated that 
in 1903 Western Australian farmers had produced over 13,306,100 lbs of 
wool, worth over 550,000 pounds sterling. In 1913 Weir stated that Merino 
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sheep were favoured at first because of the quality of wool but later an active 
demand for mutton resulted in larger breeds becoming more prominent. 
Ophthalmia or infectious keratoconjunctivitis associated with flies or dust 
sometimes affected sheep causing severe inflammation of the conjunctiva. 
Outbreaks of swine fever occurred from time to time and importation of pigs 
from the Eastern States was prohibited. However a serious outbreak of the 
disease occurred in 1915 when Weir was overseas. J L Burns, Acting Chief 
Inspector, brought the outbreak under control. Outbreaks of swine influenza 
were also recorded. 
Letters asking for help 
Local newspapers published many letters from animal owners requesting 
advice on a wide range of veterinary problems and these were answered by 
Weir. In the period from 1915 to 1921 Weir responded to over 370 letters, 
60% concerning horses, 26% cattle, 5% sheep, 3% pigs, and 6% dogs or cats.  
Horses and horse breeding 
During his lifetime in Western Australia, Weir maintained a strong interest in 
the breeding and use of horses for transport and farm work. At this period, 
however, horses were being replaced by machines. In Perth and around the 
State Weir gave lectures on the breeding, selection and care of horses and his 
lectures were published in the local press. He stressed the importance of 
selecting good stallions and pressed for Government inspection of stallions. 
Weir spent six month’s leave in the United Kingdom following his marriage in 
1907. While there he purchased a hackney stallion, Matchless Methias, and 
shipped it to Western Australia. It was reported that at the Royal Show in 1909 
it was the most handsome horse displayed. The horse continued to win awards 
at the Show for several years.  
Clydesdales, draught horses, were also bred by Weir who was a member of the 
Australian Clydesdale Horse Society. In 1915 Weir visited Scotland and 
purchased two Clydesdale stallions for the Western Australian government, 
Lothian Yet and Craigie Earl. Lothian Yet was champion at the Royal Show in 
1916. On this Scottish visit Weir also bought another Hackney stallion named 
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Gentleman Mathias which was a Royal Show winner in the years from 1916 to 
1928, although by then there were very few entries in the Hackney class. 
In November 1916 Weir attended a national meeting in connection with the 
breeding of military horses to be used in World War One. It was 
recommended that the Commonwealth Government should do everything 
possible to encourage the breeding of military horses in Australia. It was also 
suggested that a 2.5% levy on the totalisator should be used to pay for the 
costs. 
The inaugural meeting of the Western Australian branch of the Clydesdale 
Horse Society was held in 1921 and Weir was appointed chairman. In 1934 
Weir was president of the West Australian Horse Association. The aim of the 
association was “to work on behalf of hunt and riding clubs, and all horse 
owners, and horse users towards a better understanding in all matters in which 
horse traffic and horse usage are concerned.”  The association also discussed 
the raising of remount horses for export to other parts. 
Agricultural shows 
Weir was a very strong supporter of agricultural shows. He was a member of 
the Royal Agricultural Society Council from 1913 until 1936 and was 
President in 1920. His services as a judge, especially of dairy cattle, were used 
by local agriculture shows throughout South Western Australia. There are 
records of Weir judging at 53 shows including 15 times at the Royal Show and 
38 times at 17 different country locations. Some of the former country 
locations are now part of suburban Perth.  
Education 
For the benefit of farm animal owners Weir gave public talks and contributed 
to Department of Agriculture publications such as “Hints to Stock Breeders” 
and the information was sometimes published in newspapers. The articles 
covered breeding, rearing and diseases of horses, cattle, sheep and pigs. In 
1918 the Department of Agriculture organised a course for farmers at the 
Narrogin School of Agriculture and Weir was one of the visiting lecturers. The 
course was popular and was repeated in 1919 and 1920. Weir also contributed 
to Farmers’ Courses organised by the University of Western Australia during 
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Royal Show Week in 1930 and 1931. Classes were held at the university and 
the showground and demonstrations of anatomy and necropsy were held at 
Perth Zoo. 
First Chairman of the Veterinary Surgeons Board of Western Australia 
The first state Veterinary Act was passed by the Western Australian 
Government on the last day of 1911 and the Minister for Agriculture and 
Industries appointed five members to the new Veterinary Surgeon’s Board. At 
the first meeting held on the 21st May 1912 Weir was elected chairman of the 
Board which had two additional veterinary surgeons, J Robson and AE Le 
Souef and two farmers E Rose and MC Bodey. There were very few trained 
veterinary surgeons in Western Australia at this time so the Veterinary 
Register had two sections. The first section contained the names of men who 
held a diploma of competency as veterinary surgeons from the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons of Great Britain or from some other college recognised 
by the Board. These men were termed veterinary surgeons and by 1914 there 
were only seven names on the register. Men, without formal training, who had 
practised veterinary surgery in Western Australia for five years before the Act, 
could apply to register as veterinary practitioners and, if the Board considered 
them competent, they could continue to practice. Twenty two men registered 
by this route at this time. In the years 1912 to 1914 there were 30 meetings of 
the Board but in subsequent years 1915 to 1924 there were only 16 meetings.  
Official seal 
The regulations for the Veterinary Act of 1911 stipulated that certificates 
should carry an official seal, so in 1913, the Board arranged to have a seal 
made by a company named Cumpston’s Engraving Works at a cost of £4/10/-. 
Mr Gibbs of South Perth was asked to make a drawing of Weir’s champion 
Hackney stallion named Matchless Methias and this design was to be used in 
the seal. The seal was to incorporate the words “The Veterinary Board of 
Western Australia” and a motto “Advance Veterinary Science” written in 
Latin. Unfortunately the seal has been lost and to date I have been unable to 
find any images made by it. 
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Sport and community activities 
For recreation, Weir joined the Fremantle Lawn Bowling Club in 1897 and 
was captain in 1901. In 1905 he was a member of the Kings Park club and a 
winner of the Champion Fours. In 1910 Weir was a vice president of the South 
Perth Rifle Club and donated competition trophies from 1910 to 1913. He was 
a member of the Caledonian Society and attended their fancy dress ball in 
1920. 
 
In 1924 Weir retired from chairmanship of the Veterinary Surgeon’s Board 
but continued to farm and judge at agricultural shows until his death in 1947. 
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Frederick Murray-Jones BVSc, MRCVS:  
Second Chief Veterinary Officer of Western Australia 
 
Robert Weston  
iona@eftel.com.au 
 
Introduction 
This paper examines the life of veterinarian surgeon, Frederick Murray-Jones, 
who from an inauspicious start to life rose to be highly regarded for his 
professional capabilities in his adopted State of Western Australia. He served 
in both World Wars and had to manage his affairs through the difficulties of 
the depression. He was a man of firm convictions both in respect of veterinary 
practises, and his personal life. 
Frederick Murray was born 18 May 1882 at the Lying-in-Hospital in Carlton. 
The Melbourne Lying-in-Hospital and Infirmary for Diseases of Women and 
Children was a charitable non-denominational institution for poor women. His 
mother, Sarah Moray or Murray died, some eight days after giving birth. The 
name Jones was apparently added when he was fostered a month later by a 
Miss Emily Jones. The relevant birth record of the Lying-in-Hospital is 
marked ‘father unknown’, as is the record of his being made a Ward of the 
State. Thus Frederick was orphaned from birth. This boy was registered as 
having been committed as a State Ward on 18 June 1882 and moved to the 
Royal Park Depot at 900 Park Street, Parkville. It is perhaps significant that 
this institution which comprised cottage accommodation had an adjoining 
farm, as through this it is reasonable to suppose that from an early age the boy 
would have been exposed to animal husbandry. He moved between the Royal 
Park Depot and foster mothers. Most significantly, the records show him being 
fostered with Emily Jones of Collingwood in 1883, then 1894 and finally 
returned to her in July 1896 when he would have been 14 years old. When he 
enlisted for the AIF in 1914, he gave as his next of kin his foster mother Emily 
Price Jones, of 86 Easy Street, Collingwood. It is reasonable to conclude that 
Emily Jones and Emily Price Jones were one-and-the-same person. 
Emily was born in Bristol, England and she died a spinster, 12 December 
1915, aged 76 years, at the Easy Street address. This means that if Emily 
would have been 48 years old when she first fostered Frederick. Frederick 
Murray-Jones was a beneficiary in her will, so there seems little doubt the 
child Frederick Murray was Frederick Murray-Jones. A final point on his 
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parentage arises from his Marriage Certificate, which names his Father as 
William Murray Jones [no hyphenation], and the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission records that he was the child of William and Elizabeth Murray-
Jones. Extensive archival research has failed to find any evidence to 
substantiate this alleged parentage. It was a concoction, and one suspects that 
it his real origins were an embarrassment.  
Apart from being in and out of foster care, nothing is known of Frederick’s 
childhood or early adult years. In 1872 the Victorian parliament had 
established an education department to provide compulsory, free, secular 
primary education in schools in 19th century Victoria and according to Carole 
Hooper, ‘The course of study, in addition to the 3Rs, usually included 
grammar, dictation, spelling, geography, drill, drawing and singing, and in 
some instances higher subjects such as mathematics, bookkeeping, Latin or 
French.’ The nearest state school, a five minute walk from Easy Street was the 
Gold Street School which opened in 1874 and is it quite probable that he 
attended this school at some time.  
One has to assume that Frederick took some form of employment before he 
later commenced his veterinary studies. At the time, horses were ever present 
for moving people and goods, and Frederick probably developed an interest in 
these animals, particularly through his exposure to farm animals at the 
Children’s Depot. It is possible that he found employment which involved 
working with horses. 
Veterinary Studies 
In 1887 the Veterinary Surgeons Act was passed in Victoria which provided 
for the registration of veterinary surgeons, and, in January 1888, William 
Tyson Kendall (1851–1936) opened his private college, Kendall’s Melbourne 
Veterinary College, which offered a four year diploma course. A prospectus 
gave the fees as £25 per annum and special fee of three guineas for first year 
students to cover chemistry; fees were payable in advance. Fredrick Murray-
Jones studies in veterinary science started at the Kendall’s College, almost 
certainly in 1908. The University of Melbourne took over the functions of this 
college and its students in 1909. The university records show that he was 
enrolled in March 1909, at the age of 26 years. Here he obtained a 
Licentiateship in 1911 and Bachelor of Veterinary Science in 1912. The fees 
at Melbourne University for veterinary science were £22 for the first year, £25 
for years 2 to 4 and £20 for the final year. Thus Frederick’s total fees probably 
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amounted to around £100 a not inconsiderable sum. Whether he had saved up 
the money, or Emily Price Jones helped pay his fees is not known.  
 
Early Career 
On completing his studies, Frederick had to make a living and in August 1912 
took up the position of Assistant Veterinary Officer in the Stocks and Brands 
Department of the South Australian Government. Agriculture was a 
significant industry and the activities of the Stock and Brands Department 
were reported in the South Australian press, both in Adelaide and in the more 
rural areas. Frederick evidently travelled widely in the State. For instance, an 
article he published in the Journal of Agriculture on ringbone in horses was 
covered in the Kapunda Herald in 1912. There are other articles including the 
incidence of pleuro-pneumonia in cattle in Renmark, forage poisoning in 
horses in Minlaton, bovine tuberculosis in Adelaide and Gawler, were all 
matters on which Murray-Jones reported. Bovine tuberculosis also evoked 
published comment on the human risks involved. More unusual perhaps, were 
cases of lead poisoning in horses at Port Pirie and Coastal Disease in sheep on 
Kangaroo Island. He was regularly involved in inspecting and certifying 
horses, which was to be significant when the Commonwealth Government 
started to procure horses for military service. 
Military Experience and the Great War 
Murray-Jones first appearance in military records was in 1913, when 
veterinarians were invited to apply for positions in the Australian Imperial 
Army. The Australian Army Veterinary Corps (AAVC) had been formally 
established in 1909. Examinations were held in Melbourne 14 April and 
Sydney 16 April 1913 and applicants included Frederick Murray-Jones. Prior 
to sitting the examinations, applicants had to possess an approved diploma or 
degree, pass the medical board and be 21-40 years old. Successful applicants 
would be lieutenants on entering the service. Frederick evidently met all the 
requirements and his service records show him to be a lieutenant (provisional) 
on 16 February 1913. He was promoted to captain (provisional) on 19 
December of that year, attached to the 4th Military District (South Australia), 
AAVC. Principal veterinary officers were part time officers of the Militia. 
Subsequently his rank of captain was confirmed 20 August 1914. Thus in 
March 1913 he became part of the Civilian Military Force (Militia) while 
continuing his employment with the South Australia Stocks and Brands 
Department until 1914. Australia formally joined the war in August 1914. As 
was common at the time, it was generally anticipated that the war would not 
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last long and Frederick enlisted. When officers at the Stock and Brands gave 
him a farewell pending his departure, Frederick Murray-Jones was reported as 
saying ‘he expressed the hope that he would be with his office comrades, 
officially and otherwise, in the near future’.  
His formal application for a commission in the AIF was signed off on 19 
September 1914. On 22 October 1914, Frederick Murray-Jones, at the age of 
32, boarded HMAT Port Lincoln A17 in Adelaide attached to the 3rd Light 
Horse Regiment to sail to Albany in Western Australia as part of the 
Australian Imperial Force where the fleet was assembled to sail to the Middle 
East. His gross pay at embarkation was 22s 6d per day, the same as a 
physician or surgeon was paid, most of which was retained in Australia. 
 
On 1 November 1914 the expeditionary fleet sailed from Albany in Western 
Australia. It comprised twenty-eight troopships from Australia and ten from 
New Zealand. The fleet was escorted by HMS Minotaur, HMAS Sydney and 
HMAS Melbourne, and the Japanese heavy cruiser IJN Ibuki. Aboard were 
thirty thousand Australian and New Zealand troops and seven thousand five 
hundred horses. The horses had stalls below deck and were regularly exercised 
on deck. 
 
Figure 1. Exercising horses on deck 
(Australian War Memorial P50063) 
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With stops at Fremantle and Colombo, the fleet’s destination was Suez. The 
men and horses disembarked and moved to the Mena Camp on 3 December 
1914.  
 
Figure 2. Part of the Mena camp, below the Pyramids. 
(Australian War Memorial A02741). 
In 1914, a total of 14,873 horses sailed to Egypt but it has been estimated that 
between 1914 and 1918 a total of 23,391 horses went overseas for ‘a voyage 
which averaged 34 days with a mortality of 4.9%’. The light horse combined 
characteristics needed for the mobility of cavalry with the fighting skills of 
infantry. Normally these troops fought dismounted, with rifles and bayonets, 
however, sometimes they charged on horseback, notably at Magdhaba and 
Beersheba.1 
Murray-Jones in the Middle East 
This is not the place for a history of the service in the Australian Veterinary 
Army Corps, or of the war against the Ottoman Empire.2 The prime role of the 
veterinary officer was the care and treatment of horses, but undoubtedly, they 
also were called on at times to deal with mules and camels. No diaries or 
private letters of Murray-Jones appear to have survived, so evidence of his life 
during the Great War are limited to official military records and some 
newspaper articles. He was transferred to the 6th Mobile Veterinary Section 26 
August 1916, then to the Imperial Mounted Division ADVS on 28 February 
1917, and was promoted to Major on 9 December 1916. It is recorded that in 
May 1918, Murray-Jones supervised the evacuation horses of the 1st light 
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horse brigade from the eastern plain of the Jordan valley to Es Salt a 
significant operation which involved managing sick and wounded horses. On 
30 September 1918 he was in Damascus from where he wrote ‘in the absence 
of any line of command receiving post (for injured animals) the Australian 
Military Veterinary Service found it necessary to evacuate animals back over 
distances of 56 to 80 kilometres’. Considering the logistics, such exercises 
were no mean feat, for man or beast. 
 
 
Figure 3. A regiment of the Australian Light Horse on the march in Jerusalem, c 1918 
(Australian War Memorial b0619) 
 
He was twice mentioned in dispatches, firstly by Sir Archibald Murray, 
General Officer Commanding the forces in the Middle East in 1917, and again 
by Sir EHH Allenby, Murray’s successor in 1919. This would have entitled 
him to an oak leaf attached to the Allied Victory medal along with the other 
campaign medals, the 1914–15 Star and the British War Medal. Murray-Jones 
was recommended on 27 April 1918 by the General Officer Commanding the 
Australian Mounted Division, Major-General Harry Chauvel, to be ‘Officier, 
Crown of Roumania’:  
‘[He} has been untiring in his duties as ADVS. He has had responsible 
work especially in connection with finances of the Australian 
Government in the provision of animals for the Australian forces in 
Egypt, and has performed this duty with much credit.’ 
 
In a letter to a friend in Adelaide he wrote that ‘he was recently in Jerusalem, 
and would not have missed the experience for anything. Although he has been 
on active service for nearly three years, he has not been for a day on the sick 
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list, and has had only seven days holiday.’ That confidence on his health was 
overturned. On 1 November 1918 Frederick boarded the DUNLUCE Castle in 
Beirut; on disembarking the next day in Cairo, he entered the Nasrich Military 
Hospital in Cairo with malaria. (He was discharged after 10 days and given 14 
days sick leave.)  Many of the Australian forces fell ill in the Middle East 
during the war; malaria, diarrhoea and finally influenza were amongst the 
principle causes. 
 
War’s end  
With the signing of the armistice 11 November 1918, the war finally came 
largely to an end, and Murray-Jones left Alexandria 30 January 1919 on the 
SS Indarra for the United Kingdom, disembarking at Southampton 15 
February 1919. On 1 March he was granted leave, with pay and salary 
extension, to study at The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) in 
Camden, London. Colonial degrees in veterinary science were not recognised 
in Britain for membership of the RCVS and in view of the service such men 
had given during the war, degree level graduates of certain universities, 
including Melbourne and Sydney, were allowed to take a six-month refresher 
course in British schools after which they would be ‘eligible’ to sit at the final 
examination for the British diploma of membership of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons (MRCVS)’. Along with others, Murray-Jones was 
successful, passing the examination with honours. 
 
After the final examinations a farewell dinner, organized by the colonial 
officers who had obtained the MRCVS diploma, was held at the Cafe Royal, 
Regent Street, on 11 December 1919. Major F. Murray-Jones, of Adelaide, 
occupied the chair and at the end of which was reported as saying: 
’Many of the colonial officers had come to the college straight from 
the field. They were very rusty at their professional work, and had lost 
the ability to concentrate themselves on things that mattered 
professionally. It was not hard to realize what getting down to work 
again had meant for them. It had fired them up with special knowledge 
so that they could go back with confidence to their respective spheres 
and face the things that lie ahead. He pleaded that the colonies should 
be given a chance to 'shoulder up' on to a common centre, which he 
suggested should be the governing body in this country, the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Let that body take a stand and 
metaphorically flag her position with two propositions emblazoned on 
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the flag, viz.: — Firstly, recognition of colonial practitioners and, 
secondly, special provision for colonial graduates if they thought fit to 
come across and qualify for the M.R.C.V.S. after spending one year at 
a veterinary college in this country. If the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons would give some indication in that direction, there never 
was a better time than the present for obtaining the best results.3 
 
He left England in January 1920 arriving in Adelaide six weeks later. Murray-
Jones continued on duty with the ship to Melbourne when it was 
recommended that his appointment in the AIF be terminated. Murray-Jones’ 
standing in the military however did not cease at this point with his return to 
civilian life. 
Return to Civilian Life 
Returning to Adelaide in March 1920 he resumed his former position with the 
South Australian Stocks and Livestock Branch. When he originally went to 
war, he nominated as his next of kin his foster mother Emily Price Jones. 
However during the war she died and a later record shows his next of kin to be 
RO Bampton who he had identified as a cousin. A search of South Australian 
records has failed to establish any familial connection between them. 
However, on 10 July 1920 Frederick and Roselen Olive Bampton were 
married in Port Adelaide, just four months after Frederick returned to 
Australia. The following year they had a daughter, Jean Murray-Jones (1921–
2009), who was to be their only child.4 
His duties in South Australia were much as they had been before the war and 
the newspapers reported on his activities around the state. In July 1923 he was 
promoted to deputy Inspector of Stock and Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer.  
However, on 7 September, now aged 43 years he accepted the position of 
Chief Inspector of Stock and Chief Veterinary Officer with the West 
Australian Department of Agriculture. This disappointed the local agricultural 
community; as one paper reported ‘[he] had been lured away by another State 
and was expected to cease his role in Adelaide on 31 October 1924’. 
Move to Western Australia 
His new appointment was to be effective one month later at a salary range of 
£600–£756. He arrived in Perth by rail on 7 November 1924. Having been the 
second-in-charge in South Australia this constituted a rise in his status.  
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At the time, sheep and horses were the most important economic animals in 
the State. By 1930, sheep numbers had grown to 10 million from the 6½ 
million ten years earlier.5 Horse numbers peaked in Australia at 25 million 
around 1920. Thereafter numbers began to fall with the increasing adoption of 
the tractor and truck. Primarily his role was to provide an inspection service. 
At an official level he was Chief Quarantine Officer for the State and attended 
interstate conferences in this role. Professionally he was elected president of 
the Veterinary Association of Western Australia. Clearly, however, Murray-
Jones expected to develop a relationship with the farming community as he 
had in South Australia, and he saw his role as in part educational. Thus he 
gave talks on the radio. He travelled the State from Albany in the south to 
Broome in the north, providing advice as well as carrying out inspections. His 
appearances around the State were widely reported.  He saw the press as an 
agent through which he could provide advice. In particular, his views on 
veterinary matters were reported on at length, notably in the Perth Sunday 
Times, activities which were to prove significant for his career.   
Dismissal 
In 1930 the State Government, was running short of money. It had borrowed 
heavily from abroad particularly to finance the expansion of the railways into 
the wheat belt. As loans were recalled, it borrowed further to pay the interest 
on the longer term loans. With commodity prices falling, the State 
Government was squeezed financially and looked to its departments to make 
savings. In January 1930 Murray-Jones was effectively dismissed. The Perth 
Sunday Times reported this as follows: 
 
Under date of January 31, the Public Service Commissioner, Mr G 
Simpson, has directed the following communication to Mr F Murray-
Jones, Chief Inspector of Stock, and Chief Veterinary Officer' for. 
WA: 
’In confirmation of my letter of the 24th inst, I have to advise you that 
His Excellency the Governor-in-Executive Council has approved of 
my recommendation that you be called upon to retire from the service 
under Section 9(7) of the Public Service, as from the 28th February, 
1930, and has granted you an allowance equivalent to a proportion of 
long service leave and annual accrued and two week’s salary for each 
completed year of continuous service on the permanent staff.’ 
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The newspaper article continued to praise Murray-Jones, ‘The Chief Inspector 
of Stock was very favourably regarded by breeders in the country, as well as 
city stock-men. He was strong in his convictions, and as a veterinary expert he 
was acknowledged to be high in the profession.’ The article concluded by 
noting that ‘If Parliament had been in session a few questions to the 
responsible Minister might have been the means of the public ascertaining 
how a valued official thus has his services terminated.’ The following week 
the same newspaper remarked ‘The surprise and resentment in agricultural 
and pastoral circles have been fairly general judging by the already published 
protests and letters which have reached this office.’ The dismissal was largely 
condemned in the agricultural community.  
Parliament had been prorogued and an election was held in March of that year. 
As the Labour government of Philip Collier lost the election, any government 
involvement was left to the incoming Nationalist government of James 
Mitchell in March 1930. In February Murray-Jones appealed this decision to 
the Public Appeal Board and an enquiry was undertaken headed by Mr Justice 
Draper.  
Ostensibly, Murray-Jones’s compulsory retirement was to save money, yet it 
was reported that Mr A. McKenzie Clark had been appointed Chief Inspector 
of Stocks effective 1 March 1930. Clark, who had been with the Agricultural 
Department for 17 years and had a licentiateship in veterinary science, was 
subordinate to Murray-Jones prior to this promotion. In a Royal Commission 
report of August 1932 (of which more later), Clark was described as Chief 
Veterinary Officer and Chief Inspector of Stocks. It is hard to imagine, given 
the controversy over Murray-Jones’ demise, that the Royal Commissioner, 
Max Henry MRCVS BVSc, would have been mistaken in giving this title; so, 
at some time between March 1930 and August 1932, Clark must have been 
made the Chief Veterinary Officer in the Agriculture Department. Henry had 
been second in command of the AAVC in WW1.   
The decision to get rid of Murray-Jones was not welcomed amongst affected 
parts of the community, and it was reported inter-state. It was described by the 
Melbourne Australasian as ‘a bombshell’, noting that government officers had 
‘credited the decision to financial stringency’, added the decision ‘came as a 
shock to stockholders and certainly a great surprise to all others’. His sacking 
does not appear to have been mentioned in other eastern-seaboard States, but 
the matter was given wide coverage in the South Australian Press probably 
because of his earlier connection with that State. The Sunday Times reported 
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that protests and letters had been received expressing surprise and resentment 
over Murray-Jones forced retirement.  
Locally the matter was raised beyond the newspapers. The Veterinary 
Association of Western Australia resolved: 
 
'The Veterinary Association of Western Australia places on record its 
complete confidence in Mr. Murray-Jones as a veterinary surgeon, a 
competent administrator, and a man of integrity, who has done his 
duty without fear or favor.' 'The Veterinary Association views with 
alarm the retirement of the chief veterinary officer for reasons of 
financial stringency. ... We believe that the State can only be protected 
from such a catastrophe by an efficient and well equipped veterinary 
staff, numerically commensurate with the needs of the State, and 
under the direction of a competent chief veterinary officer. We 
therefore suggest that any financial saving which may be effected by 
the dismissal of the chief veterinary officer, or by any- curtailment of 
the veterinary staff, is certain to prove false economy. We take the 
liberty of expressing the hope that means may yet be devised whereby 
the services of Mr F Murray Jones, BVSc MRCVS, may be retained as 
chief veterinary officer.'  
On 19 February at its monthly meeting of the Council of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of Western Australia discussed the compulsory 
retirement of Murray-Jones. The subject was raised by correspondence from 
the Veterinary Association of Western Australia, the Wyalkatchem and 
District Agricultural Society, the Dowerin Agricultural Society, the president 
of the Goomalling Agricultural Society, the Wagin and Arthur District 
Agricultural Society, and the Australian Society of Breeders of British Sheep. 
The upshot of which was a motion was passed and forwarded to the Minister 
of Agriculture which stated ‘That this society views with alarm the retirement 
of the Chief Veterinary Officer owing to financial stringency. We feel that any 
reduction in the veterinary staff is opposed to the best interests of the State.’ 
At the subsequent 19 March meeting, a letter from the Minister for Agriculture 
regarding the dismissal, in response to the Secretary of the Society was read 
out in which the Minister stated: 
  
‘[T]he Agricultural Department was not unmindful of the important 
role qualified veterinary officers filled in the pastoral and agricultural 
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life of the State. The society might be assured that in the future, as in 
the past, the department would see that every precaution was to taken 
to safeguard the health of stock, and to protect the State from the 
invasion of stock diseases.’ 
 
The Council decided to forward to the Minister a resolution from the Baandee-
Doodlakine Agricultural Society protesting the retirement of the Chief 
Veterinary Officer which it considered to be ‘false economy further to deplete 
the already inadequate staff of the Veterinary Department’. 
The State Executive of the Returned Services League raised the matter 19 
February and set up a committee to look into the matter, although the outcome 
is unknown.  The full hearing was not reported in the press. However evidence 
given on 5 June 1930 is indicative of the rancour that was generated as the 
witnesses were cross-examined. The head of the Appeal Board, Mr. Justice 
Draper, made clear his dissatisfaction with responses given by witnesses (not 
incidentally Murray-Jones), but in particular, the Public Service 
Commissioner.  On the reason given for the ‘dismissal’ to save money, Mr. 
Justice Draper asked how this could be if Murray-Jones had been replaced by 
two sub-veterinary officers? The Board handed down its report in June 1930. 
It severely criticised the actions of the Public Service Commissioner and the 
Director of Agriculture over what had happened and the way it had been 
handled, and that he has been 'treated with grave injustice'. He instructed the 
Commissioner to recommend to the Governor that Murray-Jones be reinstated.  
The Board’s finding was widely reported in newspapers in WA, SA, Vic and 
NSW. Typical was The Register News-Pictorial (Adelaide), comment that:  
‘The commissioner would not obey the order, but now, after agitation 
by the Public Service and the preparation of a petition to Parliament, 
the government has decided to give Murray-Jones £756 (a year’s 
salary) and £320 (retiring allowance paid on his compulsory 
retirement), which he has accepted.’ 
In July the Annual General Meeting of the Civil Service Association (CSA) 
decided to meet all legal expenses of Murray-Jones appeal as the principle 
involved affected the whole service. In the end the CSA, was considering a 
petition to Parliament asking it to compel the Public Service Commissioner to 
carry out the decisions of the Public Service Appeals Board. In October the 
West Australian Newspaper reported that the CSA had announced that 
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Murray-Jones had agreed to the terms of separation accepting an offer 
amounting to £1136 as a condition of his retirement and the CSA was 
suspending the petition to Parliament. The Association was however strongly 
critical of what had taken place, at all stages in the dispute. It noted that the 
government ‘had felt it would be almost impossible to work satisfactorily after 
the atmosphere which had been created by the appeal.’ 
 
The Sunday Times questioned the value of the Appeal Board if its decisions 
could be defied. It went further, 
 
‘It is right that any public Service Commissioner should be free from 
Ministerial interference, but if he is guilty of palpable injustice, there 
should be some way of making him do what is right. That power 
should be reposed in the Appeal Board which is independent of 
political influences.’ 
Then in September the Perth Sunday Times acknowledged that dealing with 
the matter was complicated, as under the Public Service Act, reinstatement of 
Murray-Jones would take an Act of Parliament. The alternatives were to give 
him another position, or accept that he had a substantial claim against the 
Government. 
 In his annual report, the Public Service Commissioner, Mr GW Simpson, 
discussed the Murray-Jones case. He quoted at length a letter he had written to 
Premier Mitchell outlining the case, in which he wrote that he was dissatisfied 
with the report of the Appeals Board. He had been advised by Sir Walter 
James, senior partner in law firm Stone James and a former Premier of WA, 
that as the decision regarding Murray-Jones was made by the Governor in 
Executive Council, not by the Commissioner, it was ultra vires and the Appeal 
Board had no jurisdiction to hear the case. Simpson had advised the Premier 
accordingly.  
Thus the saga ended. The Commissioner of the Public Service would not 
move his stance, and Murray-Jones took up private practice. 
How justified was the complaint about his publishing in the Perth Sunday 
Times newspaper? It appears from the evidence presented at the appeal 
hearing by that only a single article was complained about. Curiously, this 
article has not been found. Almost from the moment Murray-Jones took up his 
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position in Perth the paper was publishing articles and responses to readers’ 
questions it had directed to him. There were at least 140 items published under 
his name during his term of office.   
Clearly Murray-Jones used the press to publicise veterinary matters to the 
farming community from the moment he arrived in WA and he continued to 
do so regularly throughout his period of employment. Had this practise been 
contrary to Department of Agriculture and or Public Service rules one might 
have expected that he would have been stopped early in his tenure, not left 
until the department sought to remove him. 
 
In 1930 The Sunday Times commented that ‘About three years ago “The 
Sunday Times had approached the then Minister for Agriculture (Mr. H. 
Millington), requesting the removal of the embargo, on technical contributions 
which the Director had imposed, but the Minister decided to take no action”.’      
 
His articles were occasionally in direct response to a question from a farmer 
directed to the newspaper, but more commonly were lengthy items of an 
educational nature.  The level of protest from this readership when he was told 
to resign, demonstrates that his articles were perceived to be of value. As is 
shown in Table 1, these articles covered the spectrum of farm animals 
providing practical advice and reminding farmers of their legal responsibilities 
in cases of infectious animal diseases. The scope of these 142 articles, is 
shown in Table 1. 
 
Table 1. Topics of newspaper articles written by F Murray-Jones 
Animals Horses Sheep Cattle Pigs Cats,Dogs Misc 
Number 39 24 32 24 13 10* 
Percent 27.5 16.9 22.5 16.9 9.2 7.0 
* includes poultry, goats and articles not specific to an animal type 
 
Needless to say, the Sunday Times was not the only newspaper that Murray-
Jones provided with articles, though it was the most common. It is evident that 
Murray-Jones was regularly breaching departmental policy, and to raise only a 
single instance, as occurred at the Appeal Board hearing, clearly indicates that 
his practise was tolerated.  
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Private Practice 
When Murray-Jones took up private practice he operated from his West Perth 
home, using the garage as kennels for small animals such as cats and dogs. In 
his new role, he lectured regularly to dog clubs giving advice for instance on 
kennel management and canine diseases and how to treat them. For a number 
of these clubs he was the nominated veterinary surgeon. 
On the 27th October 1931 Max Henry, Chief Veterinary Officer in the 
Department of Agriculture in Sydney in NSW was appointed Royal 
Commissioner to investigate and report on the administration and application 
of the regulations under the WA Stock Diseases Act 1895. In essence this had 
come about because pastoralists in the north of the State had the view, that 
restrictions imposed on the movement of their cattle, was causing unnecessary 
and undue economic hardship. As the regulations had been imposed initially 
during Murray-Jones tenure with the Agriculture Department, he inevitably 
was called to give evidence at the Commission hearings. The Royal 
Commissioner, who quizzed him closely on his reasoning, concluded that the 
discretion used by Murray-Jones under the Act, whilst carrying some risk, was 
not inappropriate and did not cause the undue hardship complained about. 
 
After taking up private practice articles by him in the newspapers, including 
the Perth Sunday Times continued though at a lesser rate than when he had 
been in his government capacity. What was new in his private capacity was 
his presence at race meetings around the State and as a judge of horses at 
Royal Agricultural Shows. In another role, he continued to act as an examiner 
of candidates for the meat inspector’s certificate of the Royal Sanitation 
Society of London. 
Little is known of Murray-Jones’ social life. At one stage he became involved 
with the Lord Mayor's Unemployment Fund Committee with a particular 
concern for destitute girls and women. Occasionally, the name of his wife 
Roselen would appear in the social columns of newspapers up until the time of 
his dismissal, but not afterwards, whether because she was no longer invited, 
or perhaps more likely, she chose not to get involved is unknown. To a 
significant extent she managed the office side of Frederick’s veterinary 
practice. The practice must have been commercially successful as he 
purchased other properties in Perth.  
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Military Service between the wars and during WW2 
In 1925 he was transferred (unlisted) to the 5th Military District with the rank 
of Major. In September 1926 he was made Assistant Director of Veterinary 
Services on the retirement of Lt.-Colonel EA Le Souef. In May 1932, he was 
promoted to Lt. Colonel, supernumerary, with the pay and expenses of a 
Major; this limitation was removed in September 1934. In October 1931, 
Murray-Jones was invested by the Governor General, Sir Isaac Isaacs with the 
Colonial Auxiliary Service Decoration (VD) a decoration based on longevity 
of service. 
 
Late in 1939 he was busy acquiring horses for the army; in the West, 80 were 
needed. At the outbreak of World War II, he was recalled full-time to the 
Army retaining his rank of Lieutenant Colonel and was appointed Director of 
Army Veterinary Services and Inspector of Supplies, Western Command. He 
served on the Remount Purchasing Board and was responsible for veterinary 
officers and units in WA. Another of his duties was that of Inspector of 
Supplies responsible for ensuring the quality of all military food supplies. He 
had the power to inspect factories, warehouses, stores, where food intended 
for military consumption might be held. Another role involved Murray-Jones 
as deputy chairman of the Animals Sub-committee of the Civil Defence 
Council. Through this body he issued guidance for domestic and stock animals 
which may have been injured through enemy action and required treatment at 
animal first-aid posts. 
 
Death 
Frederick Murray-Jones died, aged 62, at the Hollywood Military Hospital on 
16 August 1944 whilst undergoing surgery for a stone in the common bile duct 
whilst suffering from chronic myocarditis. He was given a military funeral the 
following day at the Perth War Cemetery at Karrakata.  
Summary 
Frederick Murray-Jones started life with few positive prospects, yet he 
overcame disadvantage to become an admired and respected professional in 
all that he did. This story is testament to his strength of character and 
determination to overcome adversity. It ended, perhaps as he would have 
wished, engaged in serving his country and community. 
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Editor’s Note 
 
It is fortuitous that two unsolicited articles appear in this issue of Australian 
Veterinary History Record featuring the first and second Chief Veterinary Officers of 
Western Australia. The reference to Frederick Murray-Jones being sent as an infant to 
the Royal Park Depot at 900 Park Street Parkville is a reference to the site of the 
current Turana Youth Training Centre to which the Melbourne Juvenile Justice Centre 
was later added.  
 
In about 1880, Royal Park Depot was established as the sole reception centre for 
children committed to State care. There was an adjoining farm that would have been 
the remnant of the Model Farm 1858-1869 and where Graham Mitchell FRCVS 
produced vaccinia lymph for human small pox vaccination. Maybe the paths of 
Frederick and Graham crossed while Frederick was growing up. The Royal Park 
Depot was closed in 1955 when it became Turana.  
 
How Frederick Murray-Jones got into trouble publishing veterinary articles when 
Robert Kerr had been such a prolific author on agricultural and veterinary issues is 
hard to understand. Maybe the northern large land holders exerted pressure on the 
Government as a result of the stock movement restrictions placed on their cattle (page 
23).  
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Additional information  
Contributions of Australian Veterinarians to FMD eradication in SE Asia 
 
Professor RSF Campbell 
Unit 2, 27 Epala Crescent, Carina Qld 4152. 
rsfc@ozemail.com.au 
  
In the last issue of The Australian Veterinary History Record, P Windsor gave 
an account of the contributions that Australian veterinarians made to the 
eradication and control of foot-and-mouth disease in SE Asia.1 This short 
article provides further information on the 1983 Indonesian outbreak.  
 
In mid-1983 clinical cases of FMD mysteriously appeared in cattle and 
buffaloes in the Cepu district after Indonesia had enjoyed a period of more 
than four years' freedom from FMD as the result of a highly successful 
vaccination campaign began in 1974 that resulted in eradication by January 
1979.  
  
In June and July 1983 there were rumours circulating that FMD cases were 
occurring in Java. In August a meeting was held to discuss the FMD situation 
in Yogyakarta at which the Director of BALITVET, Dr Purnomo requested 
that Peter Young attend the meeting with him. All the Indonesian animal 
health agencies were present at the meeting to hear that investigations by the 
FMD laboratory had proved to be unsuccessful in identifying FMD. A group 
including Drh Indrawati, Peter Young and Neville Hunt were sent to 
investigate and obtain diagnostic material get them to the International FMD 
Reference in England as soon as possible to identify the strain of FMD.  
 
The majority of cattle and buffaloes did not show excessive salivation, and 
lameness was difficult to detect because animals were tethered indoors in 
cramped conditions. Interdigital lesions were not observed until feet were and 
examined. Unruptured vesicles were not observed in either cattle or buffaloes. 
Some erosions were noted on the external nose and on the muzzle. Mouth 
lesions varied from almost completely resolved erosions to freshly ruptured 
vesicles. Only three cases were seen in sheep and only one of these had a 
recent, very small, erosion’.  
 
The next step was to get Indonesian Government approval to send the samples 
to the World FMD Reference Laboratory, Pirbright, England. Dr Young 
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packed a variety of samples into a thermos flask and boarded a plane for 
London. It is hard to imagine that this would be allowed now but all went 
smoothly and an official from the Pirbright Laboratory of the Ministry of 
Agriculture was at London airport to take the samples for typing’. 
  
The isolate became known as 01Java, not previously seen. Since the closest 
vaccine strain was 01Campos commonly used in South America, vaccination-
challenge testing established that 0I Campos did provide protection, thus 
saving the long delay in producing a vaccine. Animal movement controls and 
the vaccination of cattle and buffaloes in Java each receiving 3 doses quickly 
eliminated new cases and after twelve months of detecting the outbreak no 
new cases were reported’.3  
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An informative and interesting read 
Brian Douglas Cooke: Australia’s war against rabbits: The story of rabbit 
haemorrhagic disease. CSIRO Publishing Collingwood 2014. 222 +X pp., 
illus., ISBN 9780643096127 (PB), $79.05  
 
The emergence of virulent rabbit haemorrhagic disease (RHD) in Europe and 
China in the 1980s provided another opportunity for the biological control of 
rabbits. In this book, Brian Douglas Cooke documents the investigations in 
Europe and Australia that led to the introduction of RHD virus to control 
Australia’s rabbits.  
 
The book will be an informative read to those are interested in having an 
explanation of scientific advancement, those responsible for promoting and 
enacting environmental and agricultural policies and the impact that rabbits 
have on those activities. Students of agriculture, biology, farming, public 
health, veterinary and wildlife research should find Cooke’s exploration into 
RHD interesting and informative.  
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